In the Spotlight this week is the 17th Annual PALM SPRINGS INTERNATIONAL SHORTFEST. Widely considered an essential "must-stop" for shorts filmmakers as well as any film professional with a stake in the short film format, ShortFest is well known for the extraordinary community of filmmakers it attracts, and for the quality and scope of its programming. This celebrated event is now the largest festival of its kind in the United States, annually showcasing over 300 short films from more than 40 countries.

ShortFest features 20 awards in six competitive categories, with cash or film production prizes in each category totaling $100,000 USD. All First-Place winners in the Live Action and Animation categories are automatically eligible for Oscar nomination consideration by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

Since the Festival's inception, 75 short films featured at the event have gone on to garner Academy Award nominations. Six films that have screened at ShortFest were nominated at the 2010 Academy Awards alone, including THE NEW TENANTS which won the Oscar for Best Live Action Short. In recent years, TOYLAND, which was awarded the 2009 Oscar for Best Live Action Short, and FREEHELD, the 2008 Oscar winner for the Best Documentary Short category, were included in the ShortFest line-up.

UPCOMING DEADLINE
February 1, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5 on this deadline

MISSION AND OBJECTIVE
The Palm Springs International ShortFest provides a showcase and market for the best short-form cinema and its creators in the world, and welcomes both student and non-student filmmakers.

MORE ABOUT THE FESTIVAL
Festival events include nightly receptions, as well as seminars, master classes, and scheduled 'one-on-one' meetings with industry experts and filmmaking professionals, free to all filmmakers who participate in the Festival. A library of more than 2,900 films is available to film buyers, industry, and press in the Film Market that runs concurrently with the Festival, and every film submitted to ShortFest is eligible for free inclusion in the Film Market.

In June 2010, ShortFest presented James Franco in Conversation with Peter Bart, Variety Editor-in-Chief, and all three of Franco's new short films were presented in this special program. In addition, 2010 workshops included The Business of Film, Marketing Films, Meet the Press, and Meet the Programmers, where top film festival programmers from around the world shared their programming aesthetics, festival agendas, and offered practical advice to attending filmmakers.

Don't miss your chance to be a part of one of the world's biggest short film events. Submit your short to the Palm Springs International ShortFest today!
In the Spotlight this week are the RAINIER INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL, offering an intimate festival experience considered to be a filmmaker's retreat, and POLITICS ON FILM, bringing together top film and policy-makers from around the world for celebration and serious discussion.

POLITICS
ON FILM
Washington, DC - USA
May 3 to 8, 2011

The 3rd Annual POLITICS ON FILM is Washington DC's annual juried, bipartisan film festival dedicated to providing a platform for films that tell stories of politics and policy. Filmmakers from around the world, top lawmakers, Washington insiders, issue media, and film fans gather for six days of premieres, panel discussions, parties, and special events.

Celebrating film's power and influence to educate, motivate, and entertain, the Festival showcases works depicting the historic and ongoing legacy of films about American government and democracy, as well as related stories and themes from an international perspective. The Festival's location in the nation's capital affords filmmakers the opportunity to showcase their films in a major media market where government employees, artists, cinema lovers, and the media collide.

Politics on Film has attracted the support and participation of VIPs in politics and film, including U.S. Sec. of Commerce Carlos Gutierrez, U.S. Rep. Mary Bono Mack, MPAA Chairman and CEO Dan Glickman, Aasif Mandvi ("The Daily Show"[image: image1.png]


 , Washington Post film critic Ann Hornaday, and author Thomas Frank. Major media outlets in attendance have included Variety, Politico, and US News and World Report.

UPCOMING DEADLINE
January 31, 2011 - Extended Earlybird
Upgraded projects save $5

MORE ABOUT THE FESTIVAL
Politics on Film features panel discussions on the nation's most pressing topics, top political ads from around the country, special screenings, parties, events, and a thought-provoking program of Washington premieres of feature, documentary, and international films with Q&A's following all screenings. Such variety has garnered Politics on Film much attention, recently making MovieMaker Magazine's list of "20 Coolest Film Festivals."

Highlights from last season include a special screening of ALL THE PRESIDENT'S MEN followed by a roundtable discussion featuring Bob Woodward, Mike Allen (Chief White House Correspondent, Politico), and Robert Walden, moderated by Michael Calderone.

Submit your political pic to Politics on Film for your chance to screen amongst the brightest in politics and film!

RAINIER INDEPENDENT
FILM FESTIVAL
Ashford, Washington - USA
June 3 to 5, 2011

Set against the majestic backdrop of Mount Rainier in the quaint town of Ashford, Washington, the 5th Annual RAINIER INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL (RIFF) has become a filmmaker retreat of sorts and offers an intimate atmosphere for networking, creating, and screening top-notch independent cinema.

Drawing rave reviews from audiences and national press alike, RIFF has become well-known on the festival circuit as a unique festival experience where artists attend to reinvigorate their creativity and inspiration. After suffering from a case of writer's block, attending filmmaker Ryan Sands (THE WIRE) found the inspiration to "write, and write, and write" in between screenings. TIME Magazine sums up the RIFF experience, "In the foothills of Mount Rainier is a rarity - a film festival actually focused on film."

Mixing films, workshops and a laid-back setting, RIFF offers a great opportunity for filmmakers to meet and mingle with industry pros outside of the hustle and bustle typically associated with the entertainment industry. Selected filmmakers receive complimentary lodging in Ashford and VIP passes for all screenings, workshops, the Opening night Gala, the Awards Ceremony, and the Closing Night Party.

UPCOMING DEADLINE
January 27, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

MORE ABOUT THE FESTIVAL
Dedicated to providing filmmakers with a unique festival experience, RIFF holds screenings at The Yurt at Wellspring, a lovely circular screening room heated by a woodstove and holding about 40 seats. This intimate venue has become a favorite amongst filmmakers and audience members over the years.

Alum Elias Plagianos credits RIFF with helping to launch his project: "Without the support of [RIFF], we would never have gotten the attention that we needed to solidify our worldwide distribution. THE CRIMSON MASK will be on everything from cell phones to cinema screens and I owe a lot of that to [RIFF]."

Don't miss your chance to showcase your film in this tranquil setting - submit to the Rainier Independent Film Festival today!

The circuit delivers big this week with 28 newly opened Calls for Entry and rapidly approaching deadlines for numerous exciting stops on the circuit. With dozens of events worldwide seeking your submissions, there's no shortage of opportunity…discover the best fits for your film or screenplay, and submit today!
RAPIDLY CLOSING OPPS:
- Hong Kong International Film Festival (CHINA)
- CPH PIX (DENMARK)
- The European Independent Film Festival (FRANCE)
- Boston International Film Festival
- FiLUMS International LUMS Film Festival (PAKISTAN)
CIRCUIT GEMS & ALL-STARS:
- Los Angeles Film Festival
- Athens International Film + Video Festival (Ohio)
- Rhode Island International Film Festival
- Sarasota Film Festival
- CFC Worldwide Short Film Festival (CANADA)
- 20th Arizona International Film Festival

LAST-CHANCE ALERT: 35th Hong Kong International Film Festival
One of the most venerated film festivals in Asia, the HKIFF offers a world-class platform from which filmmakers launch new works, film industry professionals discover new talent, and film lovers experience outstanding new films. Don't miss out on this exhilarating festival experience: submit your film to the Hong Kong International Film Festival today, before the January 14 Received-By deadline! Secure Online Screeners are accepted.

WELCOME BACK TO OLD FRIENDS:

Fear No Film Festival, Salt Lake City, UT
January 28, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Port Townsend Film Festival, Port Townsend, WA
January 31, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Film North, Huntsville International Film Festival, Toronto, CANADA
January 31, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Mosaic LA Film Fest, Los Angeles, CA
February 01, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Blazing Quill Screenwriting Competition, Atlanta, GA
February 07, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Central Florida Film Festival, Orlando, FL
February 22, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Austin Gay & Lesbian Int'l Film Festival, Austin, TX
February 25, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Coney Island Film Festival, Brooklyn, NY
February 25, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Illinois International Film Festival, Chicago, IL
February 28, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Scottsdale International Film Festival, Scottsdale, AZ
February 28, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

ShockerFest International Film Festival, Modesto, CA
March 01, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

International Television Festival, Los Angeles, CA
March 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

The Akasha Metaphysical Film Festival, Carmel, CA
March 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Action/Cut Short Film Competition, Los Angeles, CA
March 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

St. John's International Women's Film Festival, St. John's, CANADA
March 18, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5 CAD

Phoenix Christian Film Festival 2011, Phoenix, AZ
March 22, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Northern California Film Festival, Modesto, CA
April 01, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Mississippi International Film Festival
May 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Austin Film Festival, Austin, TX
June 01, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Midwest Independent Film Festival, Chicago, IL
ROLLING DEADLINE
Upgraded projects save $5

WILDsound FEEDBACK Film and Screenplay Festival, Toronto, CANADA
ROLLING DEADLINE
Upgraded projects save $5

AND WELCOME THESE NEW PARTNERS:

FAITH FILM FESTIVAL, New York, NY
January 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Off-Centered Film Fest, Milton, DE
January 29, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Monaco Charity Film Festival, Monte-Carlo, MONACO
February 01, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Tulsa International Film Festival, Tulsa, OK
February 14, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

The Best Actors in a Film Festival, San Francisco, CA
February 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Life Fest, Sacramento, CA
February 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Washington West Film Festival, Washington, DC
February 28, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

LAST CHANCE EXTENDED DEADLINES - EXCLUSIVE TO WITHOUTABOX:

Beverly Hills Shorts Festival, Beverly Hills, CA
January 14, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

Charleston International Film Festival, N. Charleston, SC
January 14, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

Fallbrook Film Festival, Fallbrook, CA
January 14, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5 to $15

Mudfest, Mudgee, AUSTRALIA
January 14, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
No Entry Fee

SENE Film, Music & Arts Festival, Providence, RI
January 14, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

Shorts Film Festival, Stepney, AUSTRALIA
January 14, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15 AUD

Open APPerture Short Film Festival, Boone, NC
January 15, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

AmericaFree.TV Virtual Movie Festival, Clifton, VA
January 15, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

Arnold Sports Film Festival, Columbus, OH
January 15, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5 to $15

Buffalo Niagara Film Festival, Buffalo, NY
January 15, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $10

Harvard-Westlake Film Festival, North Hollywood, CA
January 15, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
No Entry Fee

International Freethought Film Festival, Brandon, FL
January 15, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

Lake Arrowhead Film Festival, Blue Jay, CA
January 15, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

Giggleshorts International Comedy Short Film Festival, Toronto, CANADA
January 16, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

The European Independent Film Festival, Paris, FRANCE
January 16, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save €5

Edgemar Short Film Festival, Santa Monica, CA
January 17, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Famewalk International Film Festival, Hollywood, CA
January 18, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

India Int'l Film Festival of Tampa Bay, Tampa, FL
January 20, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

Tupelo Film Festival, Tupelo, MS
January 20, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

Boston International Film Festival, Boston, MA
January 21, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

Hamptons International Film Festival - Screenwriters' Lab, East Hampton, NY
January 21, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

New Mexico International Film Festival, Albuquerque, NM
January 21, 2011 - WAB Extended Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

THESE BIG DEADLINES APPROACHING FAST:

Riverside International Film Festival, Riverside, CA
January 12, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

2011 SF Shorts: San Francisco International Festival of Short Films, San Francisco, CA
January 14, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

20th Arizona International Film Festival, Tucson, AZ
January 14, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Athens International Film + Video Festival, Athens, OH
January 14, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Australian Film Festival, Sydney, AUSTRALIA
January 14, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5 AUD

Cine Las Americas International Film Festival, Austin, TX
January 14, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Edgemar Short Film Festival, Santa Monica, CA
January 14, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Hong Kong International Film Festival, Hong Kong, CHINA
January 14, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Los Angeles Comedy Festival: Screening Series, Los Angeles, CA
January 14, 2011 - 3rd Quarter Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Los Angeles Film Festival, Los Angeles, CA
January 14, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Los Angeles Jewish Film Festival, Los Angeles, CA
January 14, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Margaret River Shorts, Margaret River, AUSTRALIA
January 14, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5 AUD

New Mexico International Film Festival, Albuquerque, NM
January 14, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Palm Beach Women's Int'l Film Festival, Palm Beach, FL
January 14, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Sarasota Film Festival, Sarasota, FL
January 14, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Tupelo Film Festival, Tupelo, MS
January 14, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Vesak Buddhist Film Festival, Colombo, SRI LANKA
January 14, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

deadCENTER Film Festival, Oklahoma City, OK
January 14, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Berkshire Int'l Film Festival, Great Barrington, MA
January 15, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Boston Underground Film Festival, Boston, MA
January 15, 2011 - LAST CHANCE!
Upgraded projects save $15

CFC Worldwide Short Film Festival, Toronto, CANADA
January 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

COMMFFEST (Global) Community Film Festival, Toronto, CANADA
January 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

CPH PIX, Copenhagen, DENMARK
January 15, 2011 - Regular Deadline
No Entry Fee

Capital City Film Festival, Lansing, MI
January 15, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

FAITH FILM FESTIVAL, New York, NY
January 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

FLICKERS: Rhode Island International Film Festival (RIIFF), Newport, RI
January 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Feel Good Film Festival, Los Angeles, CA
January 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

FiLUMS - International LUMS Film Festival, Lahore, PAKISTAN
January 15, 2011 - Final Deadline (RECEIVED-BY)
No Entry Fee

HOLLYWOOD SCREENPLAY CONTEST, Hollywood, CA
January 15, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

India Int'l Film Festival of Tampa Bay, Tampa, FL
January 15, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Indie Spirit Film Festival, Colorado Springs, CO
January 15, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Iowa City Int'l Documentary Film Festival, Iowa City, IA
January 15, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

KIDS FIRST! Film Festival, Santa Fe, NM
January 15, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

LUNAFEST FILM FESTIVAL, Emeryville, CA
January 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Lakeshorts Int'l Short Film Festival, Toronto, CANADA
January 15, 2011 - Late Deadline (Short Films)
Upgraded projects save $5 CAD

Lancaster Area Film Festival, Lancaster, PA
January 15, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Naperville Independent Film Festival, Naperville, IL
January 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

New Media Film Festival, Los Angeles, CA
January 15, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

NewFilmmakers New York, New York, NY
January 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Palm Beach International Film Festival, Palm Beach, FL
January 15, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

SHORTSNONSTOP Online Film Festival, Toronto, CANADA
January 15, 2011 - Winter Deadline
No Entry Fee

Sidewalk Moving Picture Festival, Birmingham, AL
January 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Texas Black Film Festival, Dallas, TX
January 15, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $15

The Inigo Film Festival (TIFF), Munich, GERMANY
January 15, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Very Short International Film Festival, Paris, FRANCE
January 15, 2011 - Regular Deadline
No Entry Fee

da Vinci Film Festival, Corvallis, OR
January 15, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

deadCENTER Film Festival, Oklahoma City, OK
January 15, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

International Family Film Festival, Los Angeles, CA
January 16, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Beijing International Movie Festival, Beijing, CHINA
January 17, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5 to $10

California International Shorts Festival, Los Angeles, CA
January 17, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

European Short Film Festival at MIT, Cambridge, MA
January 17, 2011 - Martin Luther King Day Deadline
No Entry Fee

Migrating Forms Festival of Film and Video, Brooklyn, NY
January 17, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Edgemar Short Film Festival, Santa Monica, CA
January 18, 2011 - Final Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Los Angeles Film and Script Festival, Los Angeles, CA
January 18, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Dances With Films, West Hollywood, CA
January 19, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Cineview Film Festival, Toronto, CANADA
January 20, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Fresno Film Festival, Fresno, CA
January 20, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Myrtle Beach Int'l Film Festival, Myrtle Beach, SC
January 20, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Rincon International Film Festival, Rincon, PUERTO RICO
January 20, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Third World Indie Film Festival, San Jose, CA
January 20, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

kent film festival, Kent, CT
January 20, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

2011 LA Film + Music Weekend, Los Angeles, CA
January 21, 2011 - Late Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

2011 VSA Apprenticeship at the AFI-Discovery Channel Silverdocs Documentary Festival, Washington, DC
January 21, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
No Entry Fee

Davis Film Festival, Davis, CA
January 21, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

LOS ANGELES COMEDY FILM FESTIVAL and SCREENPLAY COMPETITION, Los Angeles, CA
January 21, 2011 - Regular Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

Toronto Independent Film Festival, Toronto, CANADA
January 21, 2011 - Earlybird Deadline
Upgraded projects save $5

THE LAST WORD: DON'T DELAY, UPLOAD THAT FILM TODAY!
Withoutabox's Secure Online Screeners are sweeping the circuit, meaning that you can now securely submit your film, fee, and form all online to festivals around the world. Save yourself time and money on postage and DVDs, while giving the planet a much-needed break.

Not looking to submit right away? Get ahead of the game and upload your film to have it ready to go, just in case. Uploading your film is free and secure, and your first SOS submission is also free and then just $2.95 USD for each additional SOS submitted. Log in and click "Upload" next to any of your registered films, or register and upload a new project all at once. Then, enjoy providing all materials to SOS fests without leaving your computer - or just sit back and relax, knowing you're ready to submit at a moment's notice when the right opportunity comes along...

Happysubmitting,
Withoutabox.

